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In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations are not able to gather for worship as the body of Christ.
While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.

Gathering
You may choose to set out and light a candle, perhaps the one you have used this week for your daily
prayer practice; and/or a bowl of water as a reminder of your baptism into the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be agitated, splashed or poured into the bowl.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Jesus Christ is Risen Today (words p. 4, music at this link)
https://ms.augsburgfortress.org/audio/JesusChristIsRisenToday.mp3

ELW 365

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray together.
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
First Reading

Jeremiah 31:1-6

At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be
my people. Thus says the LORD: The people who survived the sword found grace in the
wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away. I have loved
you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. Again I will
build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, and
go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of
Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. For there shall be a day when
sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD
our God.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading

Colossians 3:1-4

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel

Matthew 28:1-10

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and

became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of
his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Julie Brooks

Prayers of Intercession
Response: Lord of mercy, hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Sending
The blessing of the living God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm, and fill you with courage.
Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Hymn

I Know that My Redeemer Lives (see p. 5, verses 1-4)

ELW 619

Dismissal
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Welcome to this online version of Saron Lutheran Church and Blessed Easter!
We are happy that you are worshiping with us this morning. We pray your worship is meaningful
and enhances your spiritual life. Please check our website for regular updates during this time of
dispersed worship.

